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Camp II, while Somervell, who had arrived with
Norton and who was a great favourite with the
men, having a happy way of getting the best
out of them, should take the second party as
far as the dump without loads and get them to
carry from there to Camp III sufficient stores and
bedding to make the camp habitable. If the
remains of the first party could be pulled together
they were to be utilized in keeping Camp III
supplied from Camp II. Shebbeare, whose know-
ledge of the men and their language was of such
value, was to be called up from the Base Camp to
Camp II. And Hazard was to relieve Shebbeare
at the Base and look after the money and the fuel
and meat arrangement. Thus did Norton cour-
ageously strive to stem the tide of misfortune
which had set in.
Geoffrey Bruce had also brought with him the
reserve porters. Being fresh they could do most of
the heavy carrying, and their energy and keenness
put new heart into the others. So, on May 9th,
Norton, Mallory, Somervell, and Geoffrey Bruce,
with twenty-six porters, were able to start for
Camp III, carrying stores, some for the dump and
some to go through to Camp III.
It seemed as if now the situation really had
been retrieved. The contrary was the case. The
elements had worse still in store. Snow began
to fall soon after the party left camp and the
fall increased as the day wore on. Wind also
increased. And by the time Camp III was